
Register is Open!

THE MGA CONVENTION IS BACK!
Get ready for October 20-22 for the MGA Convention.

Register is open, with the registration links below.
You won't want to miss all the fun of the golf tournament, the informative business

sessions or the trade show where you can interact with some great vendors!

Exhibitors you can sign up now to pick your booth. Remember
to sign up early to pick the booth you want. You can download
the exhibitor packet HERE
If you want one mail to you or if you have questions please
contact ccampbell@missourigrocers.com.

Retailers and other convention attendees normally registration isn't open until
the brochures are mailed in June. But for reading the FOCUS you have the
opportunity to sign up for the convention today!
To view the registration form and sign up for the convention and golf tournament

http://www.missourigrocers.com/event-4202396
https://files.constantcontact.com/74c04fff001/ee295b39-5eb3-41a9-8e3d-928a69973e10.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/74c04fff001/28149480-b075-483d-a436-1a429a406997.pdf


download it HERE.

Legislative Update for April 20th
With only four weeks remaining in the 2021 Legislative Session, things are increasingly
intense as House and Senate Leadership squabble over their respective priorities. We have
seen a slowdown in movement of bills between the House and Senate. COVID tort reform has
been a priority of both House and Senate Leadership. SB 51 was passed out of its respective
House committee, however, has not yet been placed on the House Calendar for floor debate.
When the legislation was passed out of the Senate, the emergency clause failed to pass,
meaning that the bill would not go into effect until August 28th. It looks very unlikely that the
House would have enough votes to pass the emergency clause, seeing that many in the
conservative caucus may not even vote in support of the needed protection for business.
Since state courts have ruled that new laws cannot be retroactive, plaintiffs would have the
opportunity to file COVID claims up to that August 28th date.
 
Fortunately closing the Wayfair or Internet sales tax loophole is also a combined leadership
priority. Even though most senate bills in the House have not had hearings due to the
leadership priority feud, the preferred version of Wayfair, SB 153, was heard this week in the
House Ways and Means committee. The hearing was interesting since both the House
sponsor and Senate sponsor started publicly negotiating during the hearing and openly stated
what issues were on the table or issues that are not necessary to closing the loophole.
 
SB 153 (Senator Andrew Koenig)- enacts Wayfair, Use Tax Nexus and Marketplace
facilitator regulations
           -This version is not opposed by local governments
HB 554 (Representative J. Eggleston)- Addresses Wayfair, collection of Internet sales
taxes etc.
          -This version is opposed by many local governments and first responders due to use
tax revocation requirements (net neutral)
Four weeks may not seem long to pass many priorities, but lawmakers will work around the
clock. Lobbyist will be trying to insert their issues, stuck in the process, on annual end of the
session omnibus bills. Typically, hundreds of different bills will become part of omnibus bills
that usually or somewhat pertain to the same subject such as crime, taxes, or healthcare.

The following state legislation of interest to various retail sectors has passed one
legislative body and have the greatest chances to Finally Pass:

HB 63 (Representative Patricia Pike)- Modifies the definition of "intoxicating liquor" by
adding powdered alcohol
 
HB 75 (Representative Jim Murphy)- Requires special permission for certain government
entities to implement extended public health or safety closures
-A similar bill failed on the Senate Floor earlier this session, SB 12. However, pressure to
address what has been termed as overzealous local health orders and shutdowns may lead
to a compromise that does not go as far as senate conservatives have desired. 

HB 333 (Representative John Simmons)- Amends restrictions to initiative petitions and
referendum
 
HB 345 (Representative Bruce DeGroot)- Modifies provisions relating to the enforcement
of arbitration awards and intervention in court proceedings
-Arbitration reform has been the subject of tort debate for years and in recent years the

https://files.constantcontact.com/74c04fff001/b0bbb054-21df-4b37-bdb1-2e1b74aaf2e2.pdf
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54245348
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB554&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB63&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB75&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB333&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB345&year=2021&code=R


Senate has deferred passage of the reforms in favor of passing other bills like, venue and
punitive damage reform, unfortunately, SB 3 or changing personal injury claims from five
years to two was halted by trial attorneys.
 
HB 350 (Representative Phil Christofanelli)-  regulates the sale of kratom products
 
HB 357 (Representative Ben Baker)- Allows cottage food operations to sell food over the
internet
 
HB 384 (Representative Rudy Veit)- workers' compensation Second Injury Fund and
surcharges
 
HB 495 (Representative Becky Ruth)- Modifies provisions relating to telemedicine
 
HB 529 (Representative Mike Haffner)- Establishes a minimum biodiesel fuel
content mandate for diesel fuel sold or offered for sale in Missouri 
-Already heard in Senate Ag but heavy pressure against mandating fuel content has forced a
compromise changing the focus to incentives, we should have new language very soon
 
HB 533 (Representative Jeff Knight)- Annual omnibus alcohol sales bill that also
makes retail operating hours uniform all week which will be 6:00AM to 1:30AM
 
HB 547 (Representative Nick Schroer)- carrying out of alcoholic beverages from
restaurants
 
HB 592 (Representative Travis Fitzwater)- Allows personal delivery devices to operate on
sidewalks and roadways
 
HB 834 (Representative Dal Wright)- relating to PBM’s and payments for prescription drugs
etc. Pharmacist believe this year may be their time for significant reform of PBM’s.
 
HJR 20 (Representative Mike Henderson)- Modifies provisions for initiative petitions and
referendums Already passed out of Senate Committee
 
SB 22 (Senator Andrew Koenig)- Modifies tax increment financing TIF
 
SB 38 (Senator Mike Bernskoetter)- Enacts provisions relating to electric bicycles 
-Similar Bill: HB 307
 
SB 63 (Senator Holly Rehder)- establishes the "Joint Oversight Task Force of Prescription
Drug Monitoring" 
-Like past versions, this bill eventually requires automatic filing when dispensed.

SB 126 (Senator Justin Brown)- Extends the Sunday hours for the sale of intoxicating
liquor to the same as the rest of the week, 6:00am to 1:30am
 
SB 176 (Senator Lincoln Hough)-  Enacts provisions relating to personal delivery devices
 
SB 226 (Senator Andrew Koenig)- Minor updates of the filing periods for the remittance of
sales taxes
 
SB 262 (Senator Dave Schatz)- Increases the tax on motor fuel up to 12.5 cents without a
vote of the people, allows for partial gas tax rebates with proper documentation
 

https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB350&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB357&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB384&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB495&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB529&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB533&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB547&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB592&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB834&year=2021&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HJR20&year=2021&code=R
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54245054
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54235421
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54228843
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54105522
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54235423
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54246223
https://www.senate.mo.gov/21info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=54298589


SB 283 (Senator Denny Hoskins)-  Modifies provisions relating to liquor sales in non-
manufacturer container
 
SCR 2 (Senator Mike Moon)- Calls on the Department of Revenue to issue sales tax
refunds to certain taxpayers
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